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The Day After: Planning for your Disabled Persons Future.

Steven C. Rhatigan, C.E.P., ChLAP
The title, “The Day After” originated from a 50 year old woman who had just learned that she was now the sole caregiver for her mentally retarded sister. Their father had recently died leaving a jumble of legal documents that would take almost a year to straighten out; plus he had made a number of misguided financial decisions that were now irrevocable. Her first comment was she wished her father could now see what “the day after” had brought.

A successful lifeplan for a disabled person should be constructed as you would build a home. It requires a strong foundation. In this case that foundation is the answer to these questions: 

· Where will the person live,

· Who will provide the daily supports to make life meaningful, 

· What will those services cost, and

· Where and how will the money come from to make the plan work?

  

An experienced special needs estate planner, like a good architect, would help you address each of these essential pieces of the puzzle before you actually start to create the legal documents. Too often, as in the case of this family, many plans are put together without an actual goal or final result in mind. It’s a house built without any blueprints and it will most likely fail in the end. Good intentions are of no value in this area of planning.

    For those families who have already   transitioned their disabled person to a residential community, much of the “placement and protection” decision process is already completed; however, if the financial phase of the plan is faulty then the whole plan is in jeopardy. Here is where the special needs planner can:

· Assess your plan’s long term financial requirements,

· Identify the best assets from your estate to meet that need, and

· Integrate any federal benefits into the process.

 Obviously there are many other decisions that must be made in the design and implementation of a special needs plan. Also, it is important to review all existing plans to make sure they still meet the needs of your special person. The key point is to enlist the help of an experienced disability planner. This is a very unique and complex matter with no room for error. Since you will not be able to come back “the day after” to make changes, you must get it right the first time.
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Families of Autistic Children 


Engaged Together for Support








The Day After:   Developing a unique Lifeplan for you and your special needs child.








Invites you to an important seminar and discussion





Speaker:  STEVEN C. RHATIGAN, ChLAP, C.E.P.


                 Estate & Financial Plans for Special Needs 








Topics:  





The Planning Protocol: 


Discover the time tested steps in developing your own unique plan.


Social Security and Waiver programs:


The financial foundation of your child’s long term plan.


Care Plan:


A detailed explanation of what supports your child requires now and in the future.


 Financial Plan:


Constructing a cash flow analysis of your child’s current and future  expenses.


Letter of Intent:


A review of your long term hopes and desires for your child expressed to the successor caregivers.


Transition Plan:


A dynamic approach to dealing with your child’s life options now and in the                        future.


Legal:


 Developing proper wills, trusts and estate management documents.














Organizational Experience:





President’s Committee for People with Intellectual Disabilities, Chairman


TX Dept. Mental Health/Mental Retardation, Advisory Board 


Mental Health Assoc. of Greater Houston, President 


Houston Association of Financial Advisors, President 


The ARC of Greater Houston, Member


Philantech Associates Inc., President


Autism Society of America, Member


Houston Alliance for The Mentally Ill, Member


Down Syndrome Assoc. of Houston, Member


Parent Connection, Director


Texas PASS Network, Chairman 


National Alliance/Mentally Ill, Member  


Village Learning Center, Director


Archer Care Management, President








When:  Tuesday, April 14th 6:30pm – 8:30pm


 


Location: FACETS Meeting at Brazos Valley Rehabilitation Center


 	      1318 Memorial Drive / Bryan, TX


For more information, contact: � HYPERLINK "http://www.facetsbcs.org" ��www.facetsbcs.org� or facetsbs@gmail.com





If you cannot attend but would like the PPD Planning Kit, call or write:


Estate & Financial Plans for Special Needs


Steven C. Rhatigan, C.E.P.


Office (281)364-7211       Email  � HYPERLINK "mailto:steve@stemark.com" �steve@stemark.com�        Web: www.Stemark.com








Estate & Financial Plans for Special Needs


Steven C. Rhatigan, C.E.P.


Post Office Box 8129


The Woodlands, Texas 77387


Office (281)364-7211  Email  � HYPERLINK "mailto:scr@stemark.com" ��scr@stemark.com�




















